








Thanks for leading, and may God bless you!
The following pages explain the assignment and exercises for participants. You 

may want to print or forward these pages to them. 



Assignment: Prophet Presentation

There are a lot of prophets in the Bible, and each one of them is worth studying. Unfortunately, 

most of us don’t have time to study them all! This assignment is an opportunity for you to help the 

other people in your study by introducing them to one of the biblical prophets. 

(1) Select a prophet from the Bible and a day to present. Your study leader has a signup sheet to claim 

a prophet and a presentation slot, and also has a list of the prophetic books of the Old Testament. 

(Prophets such as Huldah, Deborah, Miriam, Elijah, Nathan, and Philip's daughters don't have their 

own books, but if you're feeling ambitious you can choose them!)

(2) Study your prophet. What was his or her main message? When and where was he or she 

preaching? What else was going on at the time? What do you find particularly interesting or affecting 

about this prophet?

* For many of these prophets, the Bible doesn’t tell us a lot directly about their context. Read 

about them in the Bible, but also try to do some “external” research about them. 

A.J. Heschel’s The Prophets is a good resource, and The Bible Project at  

www.thebibleproject.com is another good place to start. Interlibrary loan is also a wonder!

** Resources are written from a variety of perspectives. Some of them will differ on certain 

points like when a book of the Bible was written. Don’t dismiss resources from people who 

disagree with you on matters of faith, but try to be aware of the potential biases of the authors 

you’re reading. 

(3) Prepare a short (5 minutes or less) presentation, to be presented at the beginning of one of the 

next sessions, on your prophet's historical context, message, and one or two verses that really jump out 

at you. Be ready to answer a few questions as well!

Feel free to get creative with how you present! You are not required to use visual aids or get “fancy” 

with it, and you’re not expected to be an expert. You’re just helping introduce the group to your 

prophet.

** Remember you are not being graded! This is just an opportunity to help your fellow

participants learn more about the prophet you chose. **



Date Name Presenting On

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6



Exercise: In What Ways Has Jesus Taken My Place Personally?

Jesus took our place on the Cross, but sometimes we underestimate the extent to which He has 

identified with us. In His life and especially in His death, there are countless details in which we may 

see our own stories reflected. 

Reflect and/or journal about this question: how has Jesus taken my place and identified with me

personally? You may want to write it out as a list. 

Consider the following as a starting point:

◦ He never got to marry or have kids

◦ He watched those He loved as His own kids making terrible decisions (e.g. Matthew 23:37)

◦ He spent the vast majority of His life in obscurity; He didn’t achieve anything that anyone 

noticed until he was in his 30s (and only lived about 3 years after that)

◦ He was misunderstood frequently, even by those closest to Him

◦ He experienced racial injustice (living in an occupied country and and eventually being 

executed by the occupying power)

◦ He was unfairly accused of racial prejudice (e.g. by the woman at the well in John 4)

◦ He was a refugee and immigrant (living in Egypt as a child, Matthew 2:13-15)

◦ He experienced homelessness (Matthew 8:20)

◦ He experienced hunger (e.g. during His temptation in the wilderness, Matthew 4/Luke4)

◦ He experienced family conflict (e.g. in Mark 3 when His mothers and brothers believe Him 

to be crazy)

◦ He had limited options but also deep concern for His mother’s care in her elder years (John 

19:26-27)

◦ He spent long hours meeting other people’s needs, but was dismissed when He expressed 

His own needs (e.g. the disciples falling asleep when He asked them to pray and be with 

Him in the Garden of Gethsemane)

◦ He experienced physical, emotional, verbal, spiritual, and sexual abuse (the latter through 

public exposure) on the Cross

◦ He was judged for not being religious enough (e.g. by the Pharisees, such as in Matthew 15)

◦ He was judged for being too religious (e.g. by the woman at the well in John 4 or the healed 

man in John 5:15 who turned Him in to the authorities when Jesus mentioned his sin)

◦ He had no one on earth who could really understand what He was going through (since no 

one else has ever been fully God and fully man)

◦ He experienced feelings of being judged by and distant from God (crying out from the 

Cross “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”)

◦ What other specifics do you notice from His life that reflect your own experience?



Exercise: Look

We are deeply affected by what we allow to occupy our minds, and the author of Hebrews tells 

us to “fix our eyes on Jesus.” 

Spend some time “looking at” Jesus. You may want to read portions of the Gospels (Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, or John), visualize Him on the Cross, spend some time imagining the sensory details of 

one of the stories in the Gospels, or spend some time with a piece of artwork about Him. Ask the Holy 

Spirit to open your eyes to Jesus and to help you trust that He will meet you in this time. 

Now close your eyes and allow Him to look at you. Make sure you’re sitting or lying 

comfortably, and settle yourself by breathing deeply and slowly. It may help to consciously “breathe in”

the Holy Spirit, and “breathe out” fears and distractions as they come. Once you’ve quieted yourself, 

focus on allowing Jesus to look at you, without hiding, working at it, or rushing away. You don’t need 

to do anything or make anything happen; just sit, breathe, and allow Jesus to look at you. What 

expression is in His eyes? 


